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Why risk assess?

Across the Early Years environment we aim to offer a wide range of exciting and engaging learning opportunities to
help develop children’s foundation skills. In any situation where there are a number of children working and playing
together there are risks but there are also benefits. We take the health and safety of children very seriously and
assess each situation by considering the potential risks and the benefits and then through discussion we can decide
if the risks can be managed appropriately and that the benefits are valid, reasonable and productive in moving
children’s learning forward.

The following risk assessments cover the main areas of the indoor and outdoor environment. The general checklist
covers our daily considerations before opening up the environment to parents and children. Toileting, first aid and
safeguarding are covered in our handbook and by whole-school policies available on the school website. Trips are
covered separately using whole-school risk assessment forms and are agreed on a trip-by-trip basis by the
Headteacher.

All risk assessments are reviewed yearly to ensure they are up-to-date and relevant however, an assessment will
be made immediately if there is an incident or an area of the environment is adapted or changed in any significant
way.
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Daily Safety Checklist

Item Details Tick or Comment
OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT
1 Gate to front of school to be locked
2 Check sand pit cover for excess water
3 Check under the veranda, sweep if necessary
Pick up litter
Clean tuff trays
6 Check outdoor furniture is safe
7 Remove any broken/unsafe outdoor toys and equipment
8 Check the outdoor surface is safe
9 Storage shed is locked
INDOOR ENVIRONMENT
1 Check toilets and sinks are clean and there is sufficient toilet
paper and soap.
2 Check indoor furniture and equipment is safe.
3 Check the snack table is clean and that the children have
access to fresh water
4 Unlock the fire doors to the outside area
5 Place chairs out around tables and check for damage
6 Check classroom floor




Prepared by: Claire Masson

Benefit Risk Assessment: Indoor Activities

Date: 3" January 2023
Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)
L{C|R
Possible allergic T 3|7 Check all information on allergies and avoid
: reactions to I can roll and cut this u & 5 | O allergens. Make sure all other materials are
Malleable Physical development a . . P g. =) o sensitive and are diluted according to the Staff and
o well as motor skills materials. to make a birthday cake | & = ; i i
activities practice . D) 2 instructions. Children follow the no parents
' Consumption of foryou = consumption rule in this area
materials.
. Falling toys, heavy B 3 Ensure boxes and baskets are not
Add stimulus to play boxes being & 8_ floaded
increasing vocabulary, We have to think before % D) overloaded. Staff and
Toy boxes interaction and moved unsafely, we move the boxes =3 Provide low storage for boxes. children
. trapped fingers or o Adults to oversee manual handling and
communication. droppps on toges model safe techniques.
5 3 z Set expectations about how much can be
g 5 o out at any one time and encourage children
Children trip or You need to look where | & | S | R to tidy up what they are no longer playing
. . . . . o bl with to keep the environment safe. Staff and
Slips and trips slip on toys left on you are walking, tidy up > } ) .
3 Any spills on floor to be mopped up straight children
the floor what you don’t need m away.
Any objects on floor that could be a trip
hazard to be picked up.
- 3 z Talk to the children about the use of
Promotes the children’s |children cut When need to hold the 2|15 |0 scissors, e.g. for paper and card. The
motor skills and creative X i = e o scissors must be used to cut. Make it clear
. lay themselves or othersiscissors safely and walk with 2 % to the children that you don’t use the Ste.wff and
Scissors, hole them. 3 scissors to cut hair or each other’s clothes. children
punches I must not put my fingers in m Model to the children how to use scissors
the hole punch and walk with them safely. Model how to
’ use the hole punches.
Encourage independence [Children climb the c 3 z Talk to the children about the open shelves
and self-selection of  |shelves or hang of it | must not climb the shelves | = | § | © | 2andhow tousethem safely. Encourage the Igyqtf 5
resources K ) 3 ) 2 children to find an adult if a child is using K
Open shelves causing shelves to |or hang off the furniture z § ; the shelves incorrectly. children
fall ®
;




Benefit Risk Assessment: Mud Kitchen and Digging Patch

Prepared by: Claire Masson
Date: 3™ January 2023

Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)
L|C|R
Exposure to beneficial
bacteria to build a , . Provide hand washing facilities during and Staff
Contact with healthy immune system. It’s fun to get dirty S 3 = after play At the
. Sensorial open ended Ingesting soil = | 3 g Establish good handwashing routines. o
soil materials. The mud feels good % S Children encouraged to follow a no beginning of
Normal childhood consumption routine in this area each session
experience.
Children can be involved Soil should be checked for contaminants
in checking the area c .?_EI.IV.’ befotrefptlsy daily checklist Staff
Soil before play creating a Ingesting/ absorbing Tell the teacher if we 2 g ) ChIiISdI:eFl)'\afroI(l)ow ter1ear:g§o:§ur:f tion rule in Part of dail
contamination sense of ownership and contaminated soil see something strange E o = thi P . Y
raising awareness of < - s area checklist
otential hazards Not using manure or any chemicals on the
P garden or surrounding areas.
- 3 Provide washing facilities and at times of
Washing up Children learn good Wet areas We need to wash the 2 % iﬁttrse.ie mud, provide rinsing facilities Staff to
hands hygiene practices Slips and trips mud off properly = B Staff to monitor floor areas for water and monitor
® mop up when necessary.
Involving the children in Ensure buckets and baskets are not
Washing up the cleaning and tidying | \janual handling We need to pick the S i3 |- overloaded.
. creates a sense of . =210 . Staff to
utensils, ownershi Moving pots and pots up off the floorand | = = Provide low storage for pots and pans. .
i P e h ° = Adults to oversee manual handling and monitor
equipment Can help with fine and pans put the spoons away <
gross motor skills model safe techniques.
Adds a new dimension to
ZT:tiaZ% ﬂ:tr;gr:gi tsr:)e Drowning 3 Containers provided do not allow children to
children can mix, tip, Flooding during I have made a stew we 3 g ?ellalcr;\.ers to supervise where large trugs are | Staff to
Water pour and stir to create prolonged or are going to have our 21 g ) pery gelrue .
otions. stews and . . ) _8 in use and do not fill deeply. monitor
soups ' heavy rain friends over for tea > Staff to monitor area during prolonged
: (@]

Covers aspects of maths,
and science.

heavy rain




Risk Matrix

Consequence
Insignificant Minor Moderate Catastrophic
Almost . .
certain Moderate High High
-] Likely .
g Moderate Moderate High
=
T Possible . .
= Low Moderate High High
Unlikely 5 5
Low Low Moderate High High
Rare Low Low Low Moderate High

Water containers are emptied at the end of
each session/ day so they do not go
Stagnant water, c |3 < stagnant.
consumption/ Don’t really drink it, it 5 | § | 9| Watercontainersare emptied regularlyand | gyaf i
Water As above . ; ’ = | @ = check for contaminants. .
absorption of would be yucky! % = > Children are encouraged to follow a no monitor
contaminants ® = consumption routine in this area.
Children are made aware of the hazards of
stagnant water.
Children b —.
resl c:::iblch?)r:fheir own - 2 School has a supply of wellies.
Wet/dirty belzngings We should wear old o |®m | = Parents are asked to supply coats that they School
. . 35 o . .
. . v, = d t d gett ddy.
clothes Children practice Children get cold coats and We//{es so 2132 0 not mind getting muddy Parents
changing clothes and they can get dirty ™ ]
shoes -
Gravel
! . Any children who are likely to explore
pebbles Fine and gross motor 3 < . oo .
4 R c @) putting things into their mouths are
. skills are developed ) S o i I . S
woodchip or s N . I love mixing all the = Q. =) identified and given greater supervision in
) when lifting, mixing, Choking o = | o m ) Staff
other pieces of | iing and pouring materials into my pot 2ls £ this area
o .
natural The connection to nature (I == Children e.ncourag.ed to follow ano
A consumption rule in this area
material
Raise the risk of eating plants
. . z Plants within the play area are chosen
Using plants Connection to nature Ingesting or c g e) carefully.
and other Creative stimulus absorption of | like adding leaves and = 8 9 Adults to remove hazardous plants Staff
foraged natural | Sensorial poisonous plants twigs to my potion o3| R Children encouraged to follow a no
materials Open ended materials Allergies < =4 3 consumption rule in this area.
m Children encouraged to wash their hands
after play.
Eliminate the Hazard E.g.: repair damaged equipment,

dispose of unwanted chemicals.
If this is not practicable, then

Substitute the Hazard E.g.: lift smaller packages, use a less
toxic chemical.

If this is not pi'act/cable, then

Isolate the Hazard E.g.: place barriers around a spill until
cleaned up, locate the photocopier in
If this is not practicable, then a separate, well ventilated room,
l enclose machinery.

Use engineering controls E.g.: provide a trolley to move heavy
loads, place guards on moving
machinery parts.

If this is not practicable, then

Use administrative controls E.g.: introduce job rotation, ensure
equipment is regularly maintained.

If this is not practicable, then

Use personal protective clothing and E.g.: provide hearing and eye
equipment protection, hard hats, gloves, masks.

Until you have a better method of control.

()]




Benefit Risk Assessment: Climbing equipment and free standing play equipment

Prepared by: Claire Masson
Date: 3" January 2023

Opportunity to see the
environment from a

All children to have a safety talk before

different perspective, Falling from a I am a going to 'g g using the equipment and numbers are
practice jumping, . . . * Q restricted to avoid collisions and Staff and
Crates and . . height, slipping climb all the way to o | o - .
A climbing, crawling and . o | a overcrowding. children
Caterpillar sliding from different on equipment the top of the crate ™ o Equipment is checked prior to use to ensure
heights Incorporate mountain all parts are safe and secure.
equipment
into role play
z Children have a safety talk prior to using the
e} equipment and agree how to use it safely.
. . o Daily reminders are given about assessing
Tyres, planks, Children develon thei Slips, trips or falls. We built a castle —you | 3 o the risk in their play.
and tree fidren X evelop their Knocks from 8 3 E Weather conditions to be considered when Staff and
motor skills and balance. . } can come over the @, = m . . .
stumps Creative play falling or moving . g |3 accessing the equipment. children
’ bridge ] = Area to be monitored to ensure

blocks.

surroundings are clear and surface is flat.

All equipment is checked regularly to look

for damage, stagnant water and tyres covered
each night.




Prepared by: Claire Masson

Benefit Risk Assessment: Wheeled Toys

Date: 3" January 2023
Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)
L{C|R
Involve children in safety talks about using
the bikes in the garden space.
K ki h Make sure children do not wear scarves in
Riding on and Physical development, n.oc ing ot er - < the garden to avoid tangling in wheels.
being a spatial awareness, children, clothing We are chasing a tiger it o 3 8 Limit the number of wheeled toys in the Children and
communication and trapped in moving o | 5| m garden at any one time and keep them to
passenger on social skills. Part of parts, bikes escaped from the zoo. % S ; hard surface area to avoid muddy/slippy staff
the creative play. o m wheels.
bike/trikes tipping. Ensure all wheeled toys are checked over
regularly for damage and replaced when
necessary.
Involve children in safety talks about using
the scooters in the garden space.
Knocking into Make sure children do not wear scarves in
. other children, . . < the garden to avoid tangling in wheels.
Scooting Physical development, scooters This is a police scooter § 3 8 Limit the number of wheeled toys in the Children and
around the co-ordination. Social and . . we are keeping people o | 5 m garden at any one time and keep them to f
garden creative play. tlpplng/slldmg. safe. % = > hard surface area to avoid muddy/slippy sta
Clothing trapped = wheels.
in moving parts Ensure all wheeled toys are checked over
regularly for damage and replaced when
necessary.
Model to the children how to balance
Tipping off the < on the boards safely.
. -8 o Use the balance boards on a flat surface .
Physical development, board. We can balance & 3 | o ) ; Children and
Balance Boards - . . v | 3 m area to avoid falling off.
coordination and balance | Qvershooting the for a long time! S |9 |R staff
o
board/ falling off. !




Benefit Risk Assessment: Growing Tyre/Herb Sensory Garden

Prepared by: Claire Masson
Date: 3" January 2023

Exposure to beneficial

injuries.

Check all tools regularly for damage and
replace where necessary.

bacteria to build a , . Provide hand washing facilities during and Staff
Contact with healthy immune system. It’s fun to get dirty S 3 after play. At the
. Sensorial open ended Ingesting soil = | 5 Establish good handwashing routines. .
soil materials. The mud feels good % g Children encouraged to follow a no beginning of
Normal childhood consumption routine in this area each session
experience.
Children can be involved Soil should be checked for contaminants
in checking the area S 'dl'ﬁlilsy;sbe:?trzfptlsz.dail checklist Staff
Soil before play creating a Ingesting/ absorbing Tell the teacher if we 2 g ChiIdrer; follow the ngconsum tion rule in Part of dail
contamination sense of ownership and contaminated soil see something strange 5 | o . P art ot daly
L = = this area. H
raising awareness of < checklist
otential hazards Not using manure or any chemicals on the
P garden or surrounding areas.
- 3 Provide washing facilities and at times of
Washing up Children learn good Wet areas We need to wash the g % zﬁtt?d";e mud, provide rinsing facilities Staff to
hands hygiene practices Slips and trips mud off properly % B Staff to monitor floor areas for water and monitor
® mop up when necessary.
Ensure children are show how to use the
Children develop safe Cuts/grazes from - 3 tools safely and that they only work under
Using handling skills; using tools. We need to dig up the 2 % f\;‘;’fg‘;‘i':’e"tz’:l:';:;'lgils‘eh:rrs zﬁicl’('f'size dang | Staffand
gardening tools | understand the purpose | Poking or eye carrots for our dinner T | 3 appropriate children
of gardening tools. ® P~ )




Scientific knowledge of
plants and growth cycles.

Ensure all information on allergies is stored
centrally and all staff are aware of known
allergens.

Parents to inform school of any changes and

Growing own Understanding about We made this with c g updates and ensure all medication is in Staff
food to eat environmentagl ssues Allergic reaction vegetables that we = 2 school. Staff to check dates and ensure all parerl1ts
Cooking and tasting a to foods. grew in our garden. o |3 medication is stored centrally and in date. . ’
variety of home-erown <|a Plan activities carefully for children with children
foodsy & allergies considering ingredients and
’ possible sources for reaction. Source
alternative safe ingredients where
necessary.
Children to understand not to put anything
Allergic reaction in their mouths in this area.
Cooking and Knowledge of foods and to foi; ¢ c 3 Foods harvested to be washed and prepared
Jor eating food | how they grow. An C I didn’t know carrots ER S safely. Children to be involved in safe food | gy ¢f g
. Consumption or = ) preparation to develop their understanding.
. P =~ .
grown in the understanding of healthy . grew under the ground. | © | 3 children
diets. absorption of a < | =
garden . o
contaminant.
Water containers are emptied at the end of
each session/ day so they do not go
Stagnant water, c 3|3 stagnant.
consumption/ Don’t really drink it, it s | 2 S Water containers are emptied regularly and | gyatf ¢
Water As above . p ’ = o m check for contaminants. .
absorption of would be yucky! % L | > Children are encouraged to follow a no monitor
contaminants ® m consumption routine in this area.
Children are made aware of the hazards of
stagnant water.
f:;ld(:::ikl)alchcc))?:heir own - é School has a supply of wellies.
Wet/dirty belzngings We should wear old o o Parents are asked to supply coats that they School
. . a 2- . .
clothes Children practice Children get cold coats and wellies & | = do not mind getting muddy. Parents
changing clothes and o 2
—

shoes

10




Prepared by: Claire Masson

Benefit Risk Assessment: Sand and Water

Date: 3" January 2023
Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)
L{C|R
Sociable play, motor c Talk to the children about playing togetherin
skills, creative play, | Sand flipping up into We are digging for 23218 the sand and use the rhyme —‘the sand stays | gya¢f gn
Sand play language ¢ = 8 s down low or out you go hild
development eyes. reasure. = = Monitor the number of children playing inthe children
P ' sand pit and regulate if necessary.
o Children benefit from | Children slip and . = Adl|,||!t to.modc;I how;o.empty sand from
Slipping on loose | playing in a large . I have to climb out B |3 | Q| weles into the sandpit.
sand around the | sand pitand injury themselves on carefully and emptymy | 8. | 3 O | Adults to monitor and clear the build-up of Staff
i connecting with the loose sand ioc i ; =2 S ; sand around the pit.
pit material surrounding the pit wellies into the pit. ™ = | Sweep sand from the walls into the sandpit
’ : M | pefore the cover is placed over the sand.
ﬂyﬁ\:‘;z ic::hb;ckin The cover needs to be in place at the end of
th bef | & c each day. Adults to remove the cover and
Sand cr:aiirrfz s iec:]';[:)?y Ingesting/ absorbing Tell the teacher if we = g S | checkfor any contamination. Staff
contamination ownership and contaminated sand see something strange 5 |2 Area around the sandpit to be checked each
raising awareness of < day for any contamination, rubbish blown in,
potential hazards animal droppings etc.
Sociable play, Water or sand 813 | =L
::z:i:/:kllll:’ splashed into Keep the sand down low | & 3 8 Involve the children in setting the safety Staff and
Sand and water Ianguagep v eyes, orawayyougo—-wetry | = |~ | T rules in these areas. <hildren
development. consumption of to do this E
Science and materials.
mathematical
development.
Sociablek!;l)llay, -8 3 =
:;::::I: ||:’ Slipping on sand We need to be careful % |3 8 Staff to monitor these areas and encourage | cof o
Sand and water laneua ep v and water on the if there is stuff on the % . children to spot and help clear spillages to -
guag floor floor :E' reduce the risk of slips. children
development. =
Science and

mathematical
development.

11




Science exploration
on water movement,

I love when the water c Staff to consider the temperature outside

maths capacity, Children become . s 2|3 o before placing water trays out. If children Staff and
Water tray play motor skill wet and cold spills over the top - it’s ) 8 =3 are playing at the water ensure cover-ups children

development in like a volcano. < |- are available to use.

filling and pouring.

All water trays to be emptied at the end of
d g 3 the session/day and refreshed with clean fth
Water is dirty or .. = |2 |5 water each day. If children have Staff then
B Asabove contaminated The water is dirty. 3 8 g transported soil/sand or other materialsinto | children
< - the water then trays need to be washed
before they are refreshed.

Offer creativity in the | love the water mill it Staff to ensure all water toys are drained

water play, can Toys hold water and spins round and round :Ci 3 = and left to dry overnight — toys are Staff and
Water toys facilitate maths and become mouldy or = | 5 g periodically sterilized and checked for .

science talk and contaminated. when | pour the water % g mould. Toys to be replaced when children

interactive play. here. necessary.

) The cover is full of '8 o Staff to check the sand pit cover daily for
sand cover/Excess Drowning water 2 Q excess rain water. To empty as necessary Staff and
an Slips and trips ’ T z before use. If due to bad weather sand pit children
Water ™ 3 cover remains on ensure no excess water
'% has collected.
(@]
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